
Outreach events are an im portant way of raising public interest in marine issues.
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& Chris Emblow

COMMUNICATIONS AND OUTREACH 
are integral components of the 
MarBEF network, facilitating our 
work within MarBEF and bridging 
the gap between natural scientists 
and the wider scientific community, 
industry, stakeholders and the 
general public.

B uild ing  du rab le  links an d  estab lish ing  
w o rkab le  com m u n ica tio n s w ith  o thers 
concerned w ith the m anagem ent of m arine 
system s in Europe is essential to ensuring the 
tran s la tio n  o f our research  resu lts  in to  
m anagem en t m easures. Raising pub lic  
awareness and creating understanding, interest 
an d  p a rtic ip a tio n  in m arine  b iod iversity  
initiatives is central to our goal of ensuring the 
sustainable use and exploitation of m arine 
biodiversity

These objectives are reflected in the b readth  of 
the MarBEF outreach program m e and in the 
activities that have taken place to date. Since 
th e  pu b lica tio n  of our first new sletter in 
Sum m er 2004, som e notable m ilestones have 
been:-

•  O ctober - Olive Heffernan jo in s  EcoServe 
Ltd and the MarBEF netw ork as Scientific 
C om m unications and O utreach Officer.

•  O ctober - Review of organisations outside 
th e  ne tw o rk  co n cern ed  w ith  m arine 
biodiversity and outreach in  Europe; will 
lead  to th e  crea tion  of a searchable 
database w hich will be available online 
shortly  and will be expanded over time.

•  N o vem b er - P ro d u c tio n  of p ub lic ity  
b ro ch u re  an d  flyer, now  available to 
dow nload from the outreach w eb pages.

•  N ovem ber - Draft com m unications and 
publications strategy com pleted for the 
network; to be finalised by end Feb 2005.

•  D ecem b er - T hem e 3 w o rk sh o p  on 
inform ation at IMBC, Crete; featured a 
session on com m unications.

•  D ecem b er - O u treach  sec tion  of the 
w ebsite launched.

•  January - O utreach poster created for 
w orkshop on Public U nderstanding of the 
M arine Environm ent.

•  February - Second MarBEF newsletter 
published.

O ur role is to facilitate interaction betw een 
netw ork  m em bers and to transm it inform ation 
betw een MarBEF and the outside world, bu t to 
continue this we rely on com m unication from 
scientists themselves, of course. We hope that 
in the  com ing m onths, netw ork m em bers will 
continue to enlighten us w ith the  fruits of their 
labour th rough  contributions to the newsletter, 
progress reports, and  details of published  
papers. This inform ation is vital if we are to 
m aintain com m unication w ith our in tended 
audiences.

C om m unicating science presents a challenge 
in th a t it requ ires effective exchange of

inform ation th a t is unam biguous, scientifically 
sound  and clearly understood. In the case of 
MarBEF our audience ranges from  scientists to 
resource managers, industry  and  the general 
public  of all age categories. O ur messages need 
to be tailored to suit the  needs of each group. 
We endeavour to build  further links w ith 
m arine b iod iversity  o u treach  in itiatives 
w orldw ide  and  to keep ab reast of 
developm ents in our field of interest. W ith this 
in m ind, we urge m em bers of MarBEF to 
inform  us of m arine biodiversity, press and 
outreach contacts in your region, w hose details 
we can add to our outreach register, to let us 
know  of innovative  local, na tiona l or 
in ternational activities of relevance to the 
netw ork, and to provide feedback on outreach 
material.

In the  com ing m onths, we will continue w ith 
ongoing activities, in c lu d in g  co n tin u ed  
u p d a tin g  o f th e  w ebsite, pub lic is in g  the  
ne tw o rk  and  forging links. We w ill also 
instigate som e new  initiatives. In the short 
term , we will develop concepts for the MarBEF 
roadshow s to schools, aquaria and m useums, 
and begin a feasibility study  on a coast-watch 
netw ork of studen ts and am ateurs in  Europe. 
We will also finalise the review of existing 
national school curricula th roughou t Europe, 
w ith the help of netw ork  m em bers, w ith 
recom m endations on how to integrate m arine 
biodiversity into education.

2005 should  be a dynam ic year for MarBEF 
outreach. Until the next newsletter, w e’ll keep 
you u p d a te d  th ro u g h  th e  w eb pages 
(www. marbef. org/outreach). •

O live H effernan &  Chris E m blow
E cological C o nsu ltancy  Services Ltd 
(Ecoserve), B19 KCR Industrial Estate, 
Kimmage, D ublin 12, Ireland.
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