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By Edward Vanden Berghe & Mark Costello

MARINE BIOLOGICAL DATA, A S MANY OTHER TYPES OF DATA, 
are often co llec ted  on a relatively narrow geographical s c o p e , and over a 
short tim e-span. Data gathering is often part of short-term projects or PhD 
or M Sc th e se s . Yet, in order to answ er q u estion s related to global change, 
w e n eed  m assive d a ta b a ses  on long-term, large-sca le patterns. H ow  do w e  
integrate individual d a ta b a ses  into d a ta se ts  that allow large-scale, long-term  
a n a lyses?  W hat is the role of international organisations su ch  a s  the  
International C ouncil for the Exploration of the S e a  (IC E S), the  
Intergovernmental O ceanographic C om m ission (IOC) and U S Food and 
Agricultural Administration (FAO) in th is? W hat is the role of the C en su s  of 
Marine Life (CoML), the O cean  B iogeographic Information S ystem  (O BIS), 
and of the Global Biodiversity Information Facility (G BIF)? W hich others  
have a role to play? T h ese  w ere so m e  of the q u estion s that w ere d isc u sse d  
during the "O cean Biodiversity Informatics" (OBI) con feren ce, held from 2 9  
N ovem ber to 1 D ecem b er 2 0 0 4  in Hamburg, Germany.

The conference w as an in itiative  of the 
In tern a tio n a l O ceanograph ic  D ata and 
Inform ation  Exchange program m e (IODE), 
IOC, OBIS and CoML. Co-organisers were 
ICES, International Association for Biological 
O ceanography (IABO) and  the  Taxonomic 
D atabase W orking G roup (TDW G). The

Flanders M arine Institu te  (VLIZ) acted as 
conference secretariat, and the  G erm an Federal 
M aritim e and  H ydrographic Agency (BSH) was 
the local organiser. Funding  was provided by 
the  G erm an Federal M inistry  for the  
E nvironm en t, N a tu re  C onserva tion  and  
N uclear Safety, by the EU through  the MarBEF

Local organisers were the German Federal Maritime and 
Hydrographic Agency (BSH) and the Flanders Marine 

Institute (VLIZ)

Funding by the German Federal Ministry for the 
Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety, by 

the EU (MarBEF NoE), the support of participants, and the 
World Data Centre for Oceanography in Silver Spring, 

Maryland, US
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Participants at the OBI conference.

NoE and  d irectly  th ro u g h  su p p o rt of 
participants, and by the W orld Data Centre 
for O ceanography  in Silver Spring, 
M aryland, US.

OBI offered a forum  in w hich m arine 
biological data m anagers could discuss the 
state of the field and exchange ideas on 
how to further develop m arine biological 
data systems. There were 169 participants 
in  total, com ing from  36 different 
countries and all continents. It was a true 
in ternational gathering w ith an interesting 
m ix of m anagers and users of data. There 
were 42 oral and 56 poster presentations. 
A ‘Book of A bstracts’ was d istrib u ted  
du rin g  th e  conference; pap ers  in 
preparation  are proceedings and will be 
published in a them e section of Marine 
Ecology Progress Series.

A part from the scientific sessions w ith oral 
presentations, there were two discussion 
sessions. The first was organised on the 
evening of the second day, specifically to 
discuss data m anagem ent issues for the 
MarBEF network. Inpu t for the discussion 
was generated during the MarBEF Data 
M anagem ent e-m eeting from 25 October to 
5 Novem ber 2004. Suggestions were m ade 
on how to further develop ERMS and 
EUrOBIS. The closing session was again a 
d iscussion  session, w ith  ‘sharing  of 
in fo rm atio n ’ as th e  m ain  topic. This 
resulted in the adoption of a conference 
statem ent (see box) on the need to share 
data and to m ake the data freely available 
over the internet. •

E d w a rd  V an d en  B erghe
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Oostende, Belgium.
Email: w ardvdb@ vliz.be

M a rk  J C o ste llo
Leigh M arine Laboratory, University 
of Auckland, P.O. Box 349,
W arkworth, New Zealand.

OBI Conference 
Statement

We note  th a t increased  availability  and  
sharing of data:

•  is good scientific practice and necessary 
for advancem ent of science;

•  enables greater understand ing  through 
m ore data being available from  different 
places and times;

•  im proves quality control due to better 
data organisation and discovery of errors 
during  analysis;

•  secures data from loss.

The advantages of free and  open data-sharing 
have been  d e te rm in in g  factors w hile  
developing the data exchange policy of the 
In tergovernm ental O ceanographic C om m ­
ission of UNESCO.

We call on scientists, politicians, funding 
agencies and the  C om m unity to be proactive 
in recognising data’s:

•  overall cost/benefit;

•  im portance to science;

•  long-term  benefits to society and the 
environm ent;

•  increased  value by be ing  public ly  
available.

We also call upo n  em ployers of scientists, 
academ ic institutions, funding agencies and 
editors of scientific jo u rn a ls  to:

•  prom ote online availability of data used 
in published papers;

•  prom ote com prehensive docum entation  
of data, in c lu d in g  m etadata  and  
inform ation on the  quality of the data;

•  rew ard  on line  p u b lica tio n  of peer- 
review ed electron ic  p u b lica tio n s and  
on line  da tabases in th e  sam e way 
conven tional p ap er p u b lica tio n s are 
rew arded in the hiring and prom otion  of 
scientists;

•  encourage and su p p o rt scientists to share 
currently  unavailable data by placing 
them  in the public  dom ain in accordance 
w ith publicly available standards, or in 
form ats com patible w ith other users.

Marine-B listserver
To facilitate com m unication  of th e  p ro je c t 
aim s to  as b road  an aud ience  as possible, 
and to  d issem inate  th e  resu lts of th e  
p ro je c t, th e  M a r i n e - B  (M arine 
B iodiversity) e le c tro n ic  mailing list is 
being utilised by MarBEF.

To join the list
This p ro c e ss  will g e n e ra te  a piece of mail
inviting you, as th e  ow ner, to  add yourself
to  th e  list. Send an em ail to:
listserv@ lis tserv .heanet.ie
and leave th e  su b je c t line blank. In th e
m ain p a r t  of th e  mail, ty p e  in th e
com m and:-
sub scrib e  MARINE-B <firstnam e 
su rnam e>
Make su re  th a t  you d o  n o t add a signatu re 
a t th e  end  of th e  mail. You will th en  
rece iv e  a m essag e  saying you  a re  
subscribed  to  th e  list.

To send mail to 
the list
W h e n  you w a n t to  send  mail to  th e  list, 
ju s t  e n te r  M A R IN E-B @ listserv.heanet.ie 
in th e  'To' field and y o u r  mail m essage will 
be d is tr ib u ted  to  th e  p eo p le  w h o  have 
signed on  to  th e  list.

If you w ish to  check  th e  list archives, go 
to:
h ttp ://lis tse rv .h ean e t.ie /m arin e-b .h tm l.

T he w eb site  h ttp ://w w w .lso ft.com / may 
be useful if you w ish to  g e t fu r th e r  
in fo rm ation  a b o u t lis tse rv e rs  and th e  
running of th e  list.

If you have any p rob lem s, please email 
O live H effernan (o liv e@ eco se rv e .ie ).

Coralligena lithotham
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