
Letters to the Editor
Lots of biodiversity research services... but for whom?
M adam , -  In  a recen t e lec tro n ic  fo ru m  on  
E u ro p e a n  b io d iv ersity  research , I lam en ted  
th a t  ta x o n o m y  is d isa p p e a rin g  a n d  th a t 
th e re  is no  E u ro p e a n  p o licy  a im e d  a t 
rev iv ing  it. M y la m e n t s te m m e d  fro m  an  
a w a re n e ss  th a t  su c h  a p o lic y  is b e in g  
e n fo rc e d  in  th e  U n ite d  S ta tes. I have  
w o rk e d  w ith  th e  P a rtn e rsh ip  for E n h an c in g  
E x p e rtis e  in  T a x o n o m y  (PEET; 
h ttp ://w e b .n h m .k u .e d u /p e e t/), an  in itia tive 
o f  th e  US N a tio n a l Science F o u n d a tio n  
(NSF) to  tra in  new  tax o n o m ists . W h e n  I 
sa id  th a t  th e re  is n o th in g  like th is  in  
E u ro p e , I w as sen t, by  a very  m o tiv a ted  an d  
sy m p a th e tic  EU  official, a list o f  in itia tives 
d ev o ted  to  b io d iv ersity  resea rch  th a t  have 
ab so rb e d  m an y  m illions o f  eu ro  (see box).

I p a r tic ip a te d  in  th e  la u n c h in g  o f so m e of 
these . A n d  w ithdrew . L ook  a t th em . T hey  
p ro v id e  serv ices, n e tw o rk in g , d a tabases, 
a n d  access to  m u se u m  co llections, b u t  no  
research . P ro d u c in g  a list sh o u ld  req u ire  
ta x o n o m ic  rev ision , w h ic h  re su lts  fro m  
each  PEET g ran t. H ere, w e  have  all these  
b eau tifu l serv ices b u t  n o t a s ing le  eu ro cen t 
(at leas t fro m  th is  list) to  p e rfo rm  research . 
W h o  is g o ing  to  tak e  ad v an tag e  o f  these  
se rv ices?  T h e re  a re  no  p o s i t io n s  for 
tax o n o m ists , b ecau se  th ey  do  n o t a ttrac t 
g ra n ts . N S F  w ill p ro v id e  m o n e y  for 
r e v is io n a ry  w o rk  so th a t  th e  n ew  
ta x o n o m ists  w ill have s ta tu s  b y  a ttrac tin g  
resea rch  m o n ey  O f co u rse  th e  m o n ey  is n o t 
g iven  to  su s ta in  tax o n o m ists , b u t  b ecause  
g o o d  ta x o n o m y  is n ecessary  to  enfo rce  a 
p ro p e r  b io d iv ersity  p o licy  H ave a n o th e r  
lo o k  a t th e  list. L ite ra tu re  is th e  basis o f 
ta x o n o m ic  w o rk . W e n eed  serv ices su c h  as 
a b ib lio g rap h ic  da tab ase  to  p ro v id e  p d f  files 
o f  p a p e rs  co n ta in in g  o rig ina l d esc rip tio n s  
a n d  rev isions in  o rd e r to  do  tax o n o m ic  
w o rk , b u t  th e re  is no  facility  for lite ra tu re  
e ith er in  th ese  p ro jec ts.

W h ile  th ese  p ro jec ts  w ere  ru n n in g , w ith  no  
d ed ica ted  p ro je c t (besides fringes o f  o th e r  
p ro jec ts, so m e PEET m oney, a n d  financial 
su p p o r t  for th e  p u b lica tio n ) a g ro u p  of 
fanatics p ro d u c e d  th is :-

J B ou illon , MD M edel, F Pages, JM G ili, 
F B oero, C G ravili, 2 0 0 4 . F au n a  of th e  
M e d ite rran ean  H ydrozoa. Scientia M arina, 
68  (Suppl 2), 4 4 9 p p .

T h is  first p u b lish e d  m o n o g ra p h  o n  th e  
H y d ro z o a  o f  th e  M e d ite rra n e a n  is 
d o w n lo ad ab le  for free a t h ttp ://w w w .icm . 
c s ic .es/sc im ar/6 8 s2 .h tm l, or can  be  b o u g h t 
b y  c o n tac tin g  Scientia M arina  a t th is  site. 
T h e  sa m e  a u th o r s  a re  p re p a r in g  a 
m o n o g ra p h  w ith  th e  d iag n o ses o f all su p ra -

Box 1. EU initiatives devoted to  
biodiversity research.

1. ABC: IHP* pro jec t allowing European 
resea rch ers  to  w o rk  on Belgian collections.

2. BIOCASE: a Biological C ollection A ccess 
Service fo r Europe.

3. BioCISE: R esource Identification fo r a 
Biological C ollection  Inform ation Service in 
Europe.

4. BIOD-IBERIA: IHP p ro jec t allowing European 
biodiversity resea rch ers  to  w o rk  a t M useo 
Nacional de  Ciencias N aturales and Real Jardín 
Botánico.

5. BIORESOURCE: IHP pro jec t allowing 
European resea rch ers  to  do  system atics 
research  a t th e  British N atural H istory  
M useum, Royal Botanic G arden, Kew and 
Linnean Society of London.

6. CDEFD: prepared  a com m on data s tru c tu re  
fo r European Floristic Data-bases.

7. COBICE: IHP p ro jec t allowing European 
resea rch ers  to  w o rk  on University of 
C openhagen Biosystem atics C e n tre  
collections.

8. COLPARSYST: follow -up to  PARSYST (see 
below).

9. ENBI: a ne tw ork  of biodiversity inform ation 
cen tre s  of th e  w es te rn  European Palaearctic 
allowing European resea rch ers  access to  
technical and hum an resources, and 
biodiversity expertise .

10. ENHSIN: an in frastructure  of European natural 
h istory  specim en databases developed by th e  
European N atural H isto ry  Specimen 
Inform ation N etw ork.

11. ERMS: developed th e  European Register of 
Marine Species.

12. EURO+MED Plantbase: provided an 
inform ation system  for th e  vascular plants of 
Europe and th e  M editerranean region.

13. EuroCat: will en u m era te  and provide w eb 
access to  basic taxonom ic inform ation on all 
know n species of plants, animals, fungi and 
m icrobes: see  Species 2000.

14. EUROFLUKES: developing a database of 
p h o to s of cetaceans.

15 . Fauna Europaea: assembling a database of 
scientific nam es and d istribution  of all existing 
multicellular European land and freshw ater 
animals.

16. HIGH LAT: IHP p ro jec t allowing European 
resea rch ers  access to  collections and facilities 
of th e  Swedish M useum of N atural History.

17. PARSYST: IHP pro jec t allowing European 
resea rch ers  access to  system atics collections 
and facilities of th e  Paris N atural H istory  
Museum.

18. SYS-RESOURCE: follow -up to  BIO
RESOURCE.

19. TAXIP: allows inform atics resea rch e rs  access 
to  taxonom ic inform ation facilities processing 
of th e  Zoological M useum, University of 
A m sterdam .

20. SYNTHESYS: focuses on  access (to  data, 
collections and expertise), policies and 
standards relating to  th e  large natural history  
collections of Europe.

‘ Improving Human Potential, EU-funded initiative

specific  taxa  o f  H y d ro zo a  o f  th e  w o rld , w ith  
a list o f  all n o m in a l species, to  b e  p u b lish e d  
as o n e  o f  th e  M em oirs o f  th e  P aris N a tu ra l 
H is to ry  M u seu m . T h is  m o n o g ra p h  w ill 
have id en tifica tio n  keys w ith  a descrip tio n , 
figure a n d  re fe rences for each nam e.

T h e  m a in  in itia to r  o f th ese  tw o  en te rp rise s 
w as Jean  B ouillon . S ince h is re tirem en t, no 
H y d ro zo a  specia lists a re  le ft in  B elgium . 
T h e  sam e is h a p p e n in g  th ro u g h o u t E urope, 
b u t  new  tax o n o m y  p o sitio n s  are  o u t o f 
q u estio n . M arBEF is n o  ex cep tio n  in  th is  
scenario . W e have m o n ey  to  travel, to  m eet, 
b u t  no  m o n ey  to  do  ac tu a l research .

Soon, th e  7 th  F ra m e w o rk  P ro g ram m e w ill 
arrive  w ith  m o n ey  for b io d iv ersity  -  ab o u t 
€ 1 0  m illion , I h e a rd  fro m  a b ird ie . I do  n o t 
believe in  p red ic tiv e  sc ience  in  ecology, b u t  
in  th is  case I p re d ic t th a t  th is  m o n ey  w ill be 
u se d  to  su p p o r t  b eau tifu l facilities, nicely  
accessib le  lists, b eau tifu lly  in v e n to rie d  ty p e  
sp e c im e n s , a n d  c o u rse s . If  I h ire  a 
tax o n o m ist, h o w  m u c h  o f th is  E u ro p ean  
m o n ey  w ill s /h e  a ttrac t?  D o tax o n o m ists  
have to  b e  p re se n t on ly  in  m u se u m s?  If 
th e re  are  no  ta x o n o m ists  in  un iversities, 
w h o  w ill teach  th is  a sp ec t o f  b iod iversity?  If 
th ey  are n o t re p re se n te d  in  m arin e  sta tions, 
w h o  w ill w o rk  o n  live m aterial?  N o one 
d en ies th e  im p o rta n c e  o f  ta x o n o m y  for 
b io d iv ersity  research , a n d  few d en y  th a t 
ta x o n o m y  is in  crisis b ecau se  th e re  are no 
o p p o r tu n it ie s  for y o u n g  ta x o n o m is ts . 
M aybe w e  n eed  a p ro p e r  EU  p o licy  to  solve 
th is  p ro b lem , a n d  m aybe, for once, w e 
m ig h t r ig h tly  copy  th e  U n ite d  S tates a n d  
th e ir  PELT.
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Note to  le tte r  w rite rs
Please n o te  th a t  th e  c o n te n t  of le tte rs  
p ub lished  h e re in  d o e s  n o t  n ecessarily  
re flec t th e  v iew s of th e  E uropean  
C o m m issio n , th e  C o m m u n ity  o r  th e  
M arBEF n e tw o rk . L e t te r s  m ay b e  
e d i te d  o r  c u t  an d  m u s t  b e  
a cco m p an ied  by a n am e  and  c o n ta c t  
de ta ils . W e  w e lc o m e  op in ion  p ieces 
and  re sp o n se s  to  le t te r s  prev iously  
p u b lish e d . P lease  a d d re s s  all 
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  t o  th e  e d i to r  a t  
o l iv e @ e c o se rv e .ie .
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