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THE ROSEMEB RESPONSIVE was 
launched in Ischia, Italy, in November 
2005. ROSEMEB is an RMP within 
Theme 2, coordinated by Adrianna 
Ianora of the Stazione Zoologica A. 
Dohrn of Naples, Italy. The objective 
of this project is to develop and apply 
novel ecological m ethodologies to 
study  the m any functions of 
secondary metabolites found within 
m arine organism s. For example, 
certain secondary meta-bolites have 
been connected to allelopathy, 
antipredation , antifouling and 
antimicrobial activity. The results of 
th is research will allow a better 
understanding of their diversity and 
w hat environm ental factors trigger 
increased p roduction  of these 
com pounds.

Research su ch  as th is requ ires a 
m ultidisciplinary approach and, while m ost 
institu tes can provide part of the  know -how  
and facilities needed, in order to address the 
overall p roblem  a large-scale com bined effort 
is required. ROSEMEB was designed w ith this 
problem  in m ind and therefore eight institutes 
from  the MarBEF consortium  are participating 
in this project. Inform ation on m etabolites in 
term s of structure, function, and biosynthetic 
pathw ays, etc, w ill be freely exchanged 
betw een the institutes. Furtherm ore, facilities 
in bo th  the laboratory and field will be shared 
am ong partners, as well as the opportun ity  foi- 
partners to use sophisticated instrum ents (e.g. 
NMR, flow cytometry, confocal microscopy). 
Sam ples for chem ical and biological screening 
will be exchanged am ong netw ork m em bers, 
an d  in te r-ca lib ra tio n  of m eth o d s w ill be 
achieved. The result of the first integration 
activity w ith in  the project was a conceptual 
pap er w ritten  on th e  ro le o f chem ical 
in te rac tio n s in  ecosystem  function ing , 
subm itted  to the  jo u rn a l Estuaries.

An upcom ing activity w ith in  the project is the 
o rgan isation  of a th eo re tical course  on 
“Bioassay M ethods in Chem ical Ecology," to be

organised next sum m er in Tjarno, Sweden. 
The course will last six days and  it targets 
graduate studen ts or young researchers who 
w ish to develop their knowledge and skills in 
the growing field of chem ical ecology. Speakers 
from both  w ith in  the  MarBEF com m unity  and 
outside, w ho have knowledge on any of the 
d ifferent m ethodo log ies an d  to p ics from  
bacteria and algae to m acroinvertebrates in 
chem ical ecology, are invited to teach and to 
in teract w ith the  studen ts for the  duration  of 
the course. The course will be announced  on 
the MarBEF website w ith in  the  next m onth. 
Details on other activities can be found on the 
MarBEF website. W ithin these, an annotated  
list of relevant publications in the field of 
chem ical ecology will be m ade available soon, 
to be offered to the MarBEF com m unity and to 
those w ishing to start w orking in the field, or 
sim ply to be inform ed abou t existing work.
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