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FOR TRIOSE OF YOU who may not be aware, 
there has been a change in the com munications & 
outreach officer for MarBEF Olive Fleffernan has 
left to further her career as an associate editor with 
Marine Scientist and we would like to take this 
opportunity to wish her the very best of luck. I 
have recently taken up her position with MarBEF 
and so, as you can imagine and understand, I am 
catching up with a project that is expanding at a 
rate of knots, no t only w ith new associated 
m embers bu t also with regard to the am ount of 
results being produced each m onth. I w ould ju s t 
like to run through where we are with regard to 
outreach at the moment, and where we are going 
in the next few months.

All o f th e  o u tre a c h  m ateria l available o n  th e  w eb  has b een  
u p d a te d  to  in c lu d e  all o u r n ew  associa te  m em b ers, a n d  w e  are 
also  w o rk in g  on  p ro d u c in g  new  p o ste rs  a n d  p re se n ta tio n s  for 
y o u r  use. If y o u  have an y  specific  needs, p lease  se n d  m e an  
em ail a t th e  u su a l a d d ress  (o u treach @ m arb ef.o rg ).

O ver th e  co m in g  w eeks, o u r o u tre a c h  site  w ill develop , w ith  
a d d itio n s  to  all sec tions. I w ill be  c o n tac tin g  so m e  o f  y o u  for 
m ateria l, p a rticu la rly  th o se  inv o lv ed  in  th e  RMP pro jec ts, th e  
a im  b e in g  to  p re p a re  a pag e  o n  each  a sp ec t o f  b io d iv ersity  
b e in g  resea rch ed  u n d e r  th is  p ro g ram m e.

W e w ill b e  fo llow ing  u p  o n  a re q u e s t for tra n sla tio n  o f  th e  
sc h o o l cu rricu la  fro m  a n u m b e r  o f co u n trie s  in  th e  n e x t few 
w eek s in  o rd e r  to  co m p le te  o u r review  o f th e  E u ro p ean  schoo l 
cu rricu la . T h is  is a v ita l c o m p o n e n t in  o u r ed u ca tio n a l 
o u tre a c h  sec tio n  w h ere  w e can  assess w h a t is cu rre n tly  b e in g  
d o n e  a n d  w h e re  w e  can  p o te n tia l ly  in t ro d u c e  m a rin e  
b io d iv ersity  e d u c a tio n  a t b o th  p r im a ry  a n d  se c o n d a ry  level 
th ro u g h o u t E urope. It is ex trem ely  im p o rta n t  to  en co u rag e  
fu tu re  g en e ra tio n s  to  tak e  an  in te re s t in  th e ir  e n v iro n m e n t 
fro m  a very  y o u n g  age, an d , as e d u c a tio n  is a co n tin u a l 
p rocess, it is im p o rta n t to  b o th  n o u r ish  a n d  m a in ta in  th is  
level o f  en th u s ia sm  th ro u g h o u t th e ir  sc h o o lin g  years  an d  
b ey o n d .

M arBEF is p ro g ressin g  rap id ly  a n d  th e  tim e  has no w  co m e to 
es tab lish  a w o rk in g  p ress  office. In  o rd er to  crea te  an  efficient 
a n d  o p e ra tio n a l p re ss  office, w e  n eed  to  co -o rd in a te  w ith  all 
th e  w o rk in g  resea rch  g ro u p s  w ith in  M arBEE C u rre n tly  w e  are 
crea tin g  a list o f ‘e x p e r ts ’ w ith in  th e ir  field  from  all th e  
M arBEF p a rtic ip an ts . T h is w ill be  u p d a te d  in  th e  n ea r  fu tu re  
via th e  w eb site  R egister o f  R esources (RoR). T h is  invo lves

m em b ers  filling o u t an  ex p ertise  form , 
w h ic h  s im p ly  iden tifies  th e ir  field  o f 
exp ertise  a n d  w h e th e r  th ey  w o u ld  be  
in te re s te d  in  b e in g  a m ed ia /o u tre ach  
co n tac t p o in t for th e ir  area. A n u m b e r  
o f  m em b ers  a lread y  filled o u t these  
fo rm s  a t  th e  M a n u e la  k ic k -o ff  
w o rk sh o p .

E ach  RM P w ill also have  o n e  co n tac t 
w h o  w ill a c t as a m e d ia /o u tre a c h  
lia iso n . T h is  w ill in v o lv e  feed in g  
in fo rm a tio n  fro m  th e  p ro je c t to  th e  
co m m u n ic a tio n s  & o u tre a c h  officer 
an d , w h e n  necessary, h a n d lin g  m ed ia  
en q u irie s  o r p ro v id in g  in fo rm a tio n  for 
m ed ia  re la tio n s sh o u ld  th e  n eed  arise.

at
T h e  p ress  office w ill p ro v id e  assis tan ce  2  
to  RM P c o n ta c ts  w ith  w r it in g  o r a  
ed itin g  p re ss  releases. In  o rd er to  assist 
in  d ev e lo p in g  each  m ed ia  con tac t, w e 
w ill lo o k  in to  o rgan isin g  a tw o -d ay  
m e d ia - tra in in g  c o u rse  fo r sc ie n tis ts  
w ith in  th e  co m in g  year.

T h e  m a in  a im  o f o u r p re ss office w ill be  
to  d is tr ib u te  p ress  re leases to  as m an y  
ta rg e t au d ien ces  as p ossib le . T herefore, 
w e  have reg iste red  M arBEF w ith  th e  
In te rn a tio n a l P ress C e n tre  B iodiversity  
R e se a rc h  (IPCB) (h ttp :/ /w w w . 
b io d iv ersity re search .n e t/)  w h o se  m ain  
goal is to  offer a p o r ta l on  b io d iv ersity  
resea rch  new s to  th e  in te rn a tio n a l p ress 
com m unity . T h e  site w ill offer th e  la tes t 
new s re la ted  to  b io d iv ersity  research , 
p re s s  re le a se s  o n  re c e n t  fin d in g s , 
b a c k g ro u n d  d o c u m e n ts  on  im p o rta n t 
b io d iv ersity  resea rch  issu es a n d  lin k s to 
im p o r ta n t  in fo rm a tio n  so u rc e s  o n  
biodiversity . W e w ill u se  th is  site to 
p ro m o te  key  M arB E F-specific  new s, 
ev en ts a n d  p ress  releases. W e w o u ld  
like to  p ro p o se  th a t  w e carry  o u t th is  
ta sk  fro m  th e  o u tre a c h  office a n d  th a t  
item s for in c lu s io n  are  se n t to  u s  first. 
T h is  way, w e  w ill avo id  d u p lic a tio n  o f 
effort a n d  relieve y o u  o f  th e  effort o f 
v is itin g  th e  site. W e w ill also  scan  th e  
M arBEF site for ap p ro p ria te  even ts th a t  
can  be  co p ied  to  th e  IPCB site. W e 
w o u ld  like to  su g g est th a t  y o u  u se  th is  
se rv ice  for y o u r  o w n  in s t i tu te s  p ress 
releases, even ts a n d  new s item s on  
b io d iv ersity  research . S u b sc rip tio n  is 
free!

S om e o f y o u  w ill also  be  aw are  o f  an  
In te rn a t io n a l  D ay  fo r B io log ica l 
D iversity, a n n o u n c e d  b y  th e  U N  for th e  
2 2 n d  o f M ay 200 6 . A lth o u g h  th e  to p ic  
fo r th e  d ay  is th e  “P ro te c tio n  o f 
b io d iv ersity  in  d ry lands" (a challeng ing  
su b je c t for m arin e  b io log ists to  cover), 
w e  feei th a t  M arBEF sh o u ld  defin ite ly  
b e  ac tiv e  o n  th is  d a te . W atch  th e

A  dil igent  p a r t i c ip a n t  a t  t h e  Por ife ra  
t ra in ing  c o u r s e .

w eb site  a n d  n ew sle tte r a lerts for any  
M arB EF a c tiv itie s  p la n n e d  fo r th is  
ev en t in  th e  co m in g  w eeks. T here  w ill 
be  a n u m b e r  o f p o s te rs  a n d  o th e r  
o u tre a c h  m a te r ia l av a ila b le  to  
d o w n lo a d  f ro m  th e  o u tre a c h  site, 
h ig h lig h tin g  th is  o c c a s io n . All 
su g g estio n s a n d  id eas can  b e  fo rw ard ed  
to  o u treach @ m arb e f.o rg .

A n o th e r da te  for y o u r  d ia ry  is th e  41 st 
E u ro p ean  M arine  Biology S ym posium , 
4 -8 th  S ep tem b er 200 6 , w h ic h  w ill be 
h e ld  in  U n iv e rs ity  C o lleg e  C ork , 
I re la n d . T h e  th e m e  th is  y e a r  is 
“C h a llen g e s  to  M a rin e  E cosystem s."  
T h is sy m p o s iu m  aim s to  en co u rag e  a 
w id e r in te re s t in  m arin e  b io logy  a n d  an  
aw aren ess o f  th e  n eed  for th e  p ro p e r  
m a n a g e m e n t o f  E u ro p e a n  seas a n d  
coasts  a m o n g  p o litic ian s , m an ag ers , 
in d u stria lis ts , e n v iro n m en ta l p la n n e rs  
a n d  th e  g en era l p u b lic . M arBEF has 
b een  g ran ted  p e rm iss io n  to  h o st an  
ex h ib itio n  b o o th  a t th is  sym p o siu m , 
a n d  th is  is a p e rfe c t o p p o r tu n ity  to 
p u b lic ise  th e  p ro g re ss  M arB EF has 
ach iev ed  in  th e  las t tw o  years  am o n g  
th e  sc ien tific  com m unity .

•  Updates to our programme and events are 
posted regularly on the MarBEF website. Or 
contact us directly at outreachitPmarbef.org.
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