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THIS COURSE WAS aimed at scientists looking for an overall approach to actual 
research in biology, ecology and chemistry of Porifera. As well as the theoretical 
lectures, the main objective was to share with students the experiences of 
fieldwork and laboratory techniques. The course met a continuing demand from 
young scientists (researchers and technicians) of different disciplines, such as 
molecular phylogeny, ecology, and embryology and chemistry.

Participants were com pletely im m ersed in the 
subject -  lectures, tutorials, laboratory w ork 
and fieldwork w ere alternated  during  the two 
weeks. A num ber of specialists gave lectures, 
and tim e was always reserved for discussions. 
The lecturers were all p resent and available 
during  the training course. Inform al exchanges 
and  discussions du ring  coffee breaks and 
meals were m uch appreciated by the students. 
At the end of each day, the studen ts could 
present briefly their current research subject 
an d  express th e ir difficulties. These 
p re sen ta tio n s often led  to constructive  
exchanges w ith  the  o ther participants.

The course was organised by Dr Nicole Boury- 
Esnault of the unity  “Diversity, evolution and 
MARine functional ecology" (DIMAR), situated

at the Station M arine d ’Endoum e, Marseille. 
The CNRS (form ation p e rm an an te ), the 
European N etw ork of Excellence MarBEE the 
IRD and the PACA Region, in addition  to the 
collaboration w ith different services of the 
Centre d ’Oceanologie De Marseille (COM), 
b ro u g h t financial su p p o rt to fund  th is 
w orkshop. A bout forty people representing 
eighteen nationalities (Russia, Brazil, Japan, 
Fiji Islands, Australia, E uropean countries, etc) 
participated on the course, 26 of w hom  were 
students. Six participants came from  institutes 
belonging to the  MarBEF E uropean N etw ork 
of Excellence.

In the evaluation questionnaire, participants 
expressed their en thusiasm  for the training 
course. The quality  o f th e  lectures, the
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A number of participants brave the 
French waters.

practical w ork and  the  diving sessions were 
very m uch appreciated. Inform al discussions 
w ere encouraged , an d  m any resu lted  in  
potential collaboration projects and/or new 
perspectives on their own research.

We w ere delighted to host all the  participants 
of the w orkshop, th rough  w hich a platform  
w as c reated  th a t a llow ed  a n u m b er of 
interesting exchanges on sponge research. We 
believe th a t th e  d iversity  o f th e  sponge 
specialists present, com ing from  different fields 
(chemistry, ecology, phylogeny, etc) and the 
variety of teaching m ethods (lectures, tutorials, 
lab w ork , field w ork) co n tribu ted  to the 
success of the training course. We are happy to 
know  that projects for new m eetings in  this 
field w ere d iscussed  betw een  p a rtic ipan ts 
during  the course.

M ore precise inform ation is available on the 
MarBEF w ebsite  a t w w w .m arbef.org/ 
training/porifera/. As a contribution  to  the 
spread ing  of scientific know ledge, certain  
lectures given during  the training course are 
available along w ith the program m e, and a list 
of the participants, as well as a few photos!

M aia Fourt, Co-organiser 
Institu t N ational des Sciences de 
l’Univers
Centre d ’Oceanologie de Marseille 
Station M arine d ’E ndoum e 
France
Email: m fourt@ club-internet.fr

MarBEF N e w s le tte r  1 1

http://www.marbef.org/
mailto:mfourt@club-internet.fr

