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Marine and Coastal Spatial Planning is 
important as a comprehensive framework for 
policy integration and a process to implement 
Strategies concerning Coastal Zone 
Management. At a global, regional (i.e. 
Mediterranean, Baltic, etc.) and EU level 
there are various enabling frameworks (e.g. 
European Parliament and Council 
Recommendation concerning the 
implementation of Integrated Coastal Zone 
Management in Europe, Barcelona 
Convention,) which support such activities. 
Such frameworks also exist at a national level 
(recently a Special Framework for Spatial 
Planning and Sustainable Development for 
coastal areas has been adopted in Greece to 
guide public policy providing a policy pratform 
towards ICZM). There is also a wide range of 
possible ICZM planning research agenda across 
Europe but a few highlights could assist in 
bringing forward some of the opportunities 
which exist. 
 

 
 

 
Ü Development of a comprehensive Marine 

and Coastal Spatial Planning framework 
as an instrument for integrating and 
implementing coastal management 
strategies 

 
Ü The theme programme will be directed 

to the following issues: 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
ENCORA can contribute in various ways towards 
bridging science and policy making, that is 
providing for the development of tools and 
techniques, databases and GIS, indicators etc. in 
mapping and assessment of coastal zone 
conditions and conflicts, impacts of human 
activities and policy measures, evaluating 
strategies, plans, programmes and projects, etc.  
ENCORA can provide valuable input to on –going 
/recent activities (e.g. CAMP Cyprus) while it 
can reinstate the interest on past activities (e.g. 
European Demonstration Projects on ICZM) 
encouraging follow –up initiatives 

 
 
 
 
 
 
1. A system of monitoring and evaluating 
conflict areas and problems needs to be 
developed as a common platform to assess 
European coastal zone conditions, a benchmark 
for assessing progress towards ICZM but also 
national strategies, as provided for by the 
Council Recommendation on ICZM. It can 
facilitate the management of resources, and the 
resolution of management problems from 
multiple or conflicting use of natural resources 
by informing stakeholders facilitating their 

WHY ? 

HOW ? 

WHAT ? 

- benchmarks for assessing 
progress towards ICZM; 

- structuring coastal spatial 
planning at multiple scales, 
from local to European; 

- incorporation of coastal and 
marine planning in a 
Sustainable Development 
framework; 

- dissemination of 
knowledge; 

- exchange of experience 
worldwide. 

The theme integrates national research 
programmes on coastal and marine planning 
in the different countries. 
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involvement. Such a system can keep track of 
emerging problem spots/areas on the basis of 
key issues (i.e. erosion, habitat loss, etc.) 
identifying them early on and supplying accurate 
and detailed information for developing 
strategies. 
 
2. The structuring of Coastal Spatial Planning at 
a European level should be examined on a 
multilevel basis, across scales. It can be 
considered on a large ecosystem basis, regional-
administrative units, sub-national geographical 
units, etc. Linking ICZM with the management of 
river basins is also important in the context of 
the Water Framework Directive.  Coastal Spatial 
Planning issues should be seen in the context of 
National and EU levels. The majority of EU 
countries having coastlines are facing coastal 
management issues that most countries have to 
deal with at one point or another.  
 
3. Coastal Spatial Planning should also be 
examined in relation to Sustainable 
Development and other issues including socio-
economic parameters. For the incorporation of 
ICZM within a Sustainable Development 
framework, the development of Decision 
Support Systems (DSS) for Coastal Spatial 
Planning can be beneficial. Through a Decision 
Support System, the consistency of coastal 
management/planning issues with regional and 
national policies can be assessed. The optimal 
solutions will be chosen after detailed 
examination through the DSS, including cost-
effectiveness and cost-benefit analysis. 
Environmental regulations and economic 
instruments can be evaluated for their 
contribution to their contribution to 
sustainability, and integrated in the decision 
making process. Such a tool can assist the 
development of forecasting optimal scenarios 
and can facilitate the active involvement of 
stakeholders. 
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Description of coordinating activities 
 
Type of 
activity/ 
Year 

Description of activity 
 

Result/Dissemination/ 
Beneficiaries 

1.Organiz
ation of 
Workshop 
(1st year) 

A Workshop on research 
progress in respect to 
marine and coastal spatial 
planning will be organized. 
New advances can be 
presented and different 
ideas exchanged leading 
to a synthesis of new 
objectives. Provide input 
for activities 2, 3, and 4.  

A Synthesis report will be 
prepared, available online 
(Network’s site). 
It can be useful for both 
researchers and 
practitioners.  It can 
provide valuable input at a 
Community level for 
formulating policy 
objectives, guiding funding 
for research,  etc  

2.Perform
ance of 
bench 
marking 
exercise  
(1st year) 

Design a system for 
monitoring and evaluating 
conflict areas/problems 
(identification of issues 
such as conflicting goals, 
institutional approaches, 
means, etc).  

A set of criteria and 
indicators w ill be prepared. 
The results obtained will 
be available on line; 
published in selected 
journals. The results can 
be of great value to all 
policy and decision makers 
who wish to streamline 
their efforts, prioritise 
actions and use resources 
more effectively   

3.Setting 
up of 
experts 
group 
(2nd year) 

An expert group will be set 
up to exchange information 
about good practice (actual 
cases) on marine and 
coastal planning and 
furthermore to elaborate 
guidelines / ideas for 
structuring planning 
frameworks to serve 
coastal planning. Develop 
interdisciplinary 
approaches that could 
serve planning for coastal 
areas and RiverBasins. 
Examine the use of various 
tools, such as indicators, 
carrying capacity, etc. 

Guidelines based on good 
practices will be prepared. 
Respective documents 
(e.g. PAP/UNEP 
guidelines) will be taken 
into account The report will 
be available on line and it 
can be of great help to all 
those who intend to initiate 
an ICZM process 

4.Perform
ance of a 
study  
(2st year) 

Design a DSS to assist 
planning and decision 
making in coastal areas. 

A cd-rom will be prepared 
(limited copies) 
demonstrating the DSS 
prepared. It can encourage 
the development of 
respective systems for 
specific cases  

5.Organiz
ation of 
Workshop 
(3rd year) 

A Workshop with the 
Commission w ill be 
organized in order to link 
the scientific knowledge to 
the policy and strategy 
formulation process.  

Minutes of the Workshop 
will be available on line. 
Recommendations on how 
this can be better pursued 
will be prepared. There is a 
lot to be gained from 
putting scientific 
innovations in practice, 
and it may result to more 
effective 
policies/strategies, criteria 
for funding, etc. 

6.Exchan
ge and 
Dissemin
ation of 
Informatio
n 
(3rd  year) 

Exchange of Information 
with other centres of ICZM, 
e.g. UNEP and other areas 
of the world. Dissemination 
of Information to European 
countries where national 
networks do not exist or 
they are in the phase of 
development.  

Use of the Network’s site. 
An electronic newsletter 
will be published and send 
to various networks and 
individuals. 

 

WHO? 


