MPAs in the North Sea:
many maps but little protection

Han Lindeboom
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The sole

The Common Sole formerly
plentiful now very scarce, requires
iImmediate attention for its
preservation or propagation.
(Olsen, 1883)
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Die Uberfischung der Nordsee
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Fig. 7.1. Alternatief 1: Gebieden binnen de Nederlandse Fig. 7.2. Alternatief 2: Gebieden binnen de Nederlandse
sector van de Noordzee die voor een beschermde status in ~ sector van de Noordzee die voor een beschermde status in
aanmerking komen: 1 Het gebied direct ten noordwesten  aanmerking komen: 1 Het gebied direct ten noordwesten
van de Waddeneilanden. 2 De Klaverbank. van de Waddeneilanden. 2 De Klaverbank.

Bergman et al., 1991
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Criteria applied in the Netherlands:

Habitat Directive:
Sand banks, Reefs, sub-marine structures
Species: sea mammals, fish

Bird Directive:
Species and occurrence of 1% of the population

OSPAR:
Threatened and important species and habitats
Ecological importance, High biodiversity,
Representatively, vulnerability, naturalness

Link up with areas on the German, UK and Belgium Shelf.
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Dutch MPAs based upon:

Occurrence of sand banks, reefs, benthic fauna, birds
Not of fishes or sea mammals

Final choice based upon Habitat and Bird Directives
Not OSPAR criteria

Boundaries determined by:
Occurrence of habitat characteristics, and benthic fauna
Straight boundaries
Practical considerations
link with Germany and UK (?),
20m line for the coast,
exclusion of central coastal zone

Some areas need more research: Gas seeps, Borkum stones,

&L,  Brown bank, Zeeuwse bank
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Figure 2. The location of the UK Dogger Bank possible SAC alongside the Dutch and
Geman Dogger Bank SCI boundaries. JNCC, 2010
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Suggested spatial distribution fisheries

Zone | closed for all fisheries (10%)

Zone |l open for non-bottom touching gears (15%)
Zone llI for innovative gears (20%)

Zone |V open for all fisheries (55%)

Zone V research areas (0%)
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Figure 5.2: Two options for an area to be protected at the Cleaverbank. On the left the gravel area including the Botney Cut, where a high biodi-

versity of benthos is found. On the right only both gravel areas are protected.
Lindeboom et al., 2005
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Repeated fisheries and translocation
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NIOZ-RAPPORT 2005-6

LONG TERM CLOSURE OF AN AREA TO FISHERIES
AT THE FRISIAN FRONT (SE NORTH SEA):
EFFECTS ON THE BOTTOM FAUNA

Magda J.N. Bergman, Gerard C.A. Duineveld, Marc S. S. Lavaleye 45 T
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Research needed to answer questions concerning:
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Conclusion

Offshore MPAS In the North Sea:

>100 years thinking about it
>20 years working on it

> 10 years drafting it

>3 years compromising on it

O years protecting it




And the future ?

: We will hear more about it today
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